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Introduction

As part of an ongoing programme of work to review and update play equipment in the Parish, Blockley Parish Council (
arereviewingthe play equipment at Churchill Close and how it could and should be impr@redchill Close is
geographically central to Blocklgillage very visible to surrounding dwellings and pasd®rsand is well used by a range of
people (and, on occasion, commungyoups). The Council has receiathocfeedbackregarding Churchill Close from
parishioners on issues such as safety of play equipment, problems with dog fouling, requests for improved accessibility
desire for the space to remain unchanged orame cases altered to ensure the aesthetics of the aregeeserved

Blockley Parish Council determined a public consultation process would help inform how the play area in Churchill Clos
could be improved for the benefit of users of the popular spacédeadonsidering views of all residents with an interest in
Churchill Close.

This report presents a summary of how the consultation was conducted and its findings. The atsudfsvithsafety
inspection findingswere used to create brieffor supplierswho have been invited to submit proposals forprovements to
the play equipmenby 14" October 2021Improvements to the playground haween agreed iprincipleby Blockley Parish
Councilandabudget has been allocatett is hoped that greferred supplier and scheme of improvement works will be
agreed at the Parish Council meeting ol @kctober.

Consultation Process

Councillors worked with the Clerk to draft a questionnaire which was hosted onlifrednnlinesurveys.conThe survey

was live forone month and launched orf'February 2021Respondents were invited to complete the survépher online

or using a paper copy which the clerk then added to the online response. BPC advertised the survey through its websit
social media (Fabook) and noticeboards. The information was also shared through the Blockley primary school
communication networks and on the welsed virtuaBlockley Mticeboardpageon FacebookResidents living in close
proximity to Churchill Close were alerted twetsurvey througiand-delivered correspondence.


mailto:Clare.Turner@blockley.org.uk

The questions included a mix of closed questions (whespaedents could choose one or more of the available answer
options) and operended questioswhere respondentsvere able to share their viewsithout promptsor answer options
provided.

Openended questions were coded to draw out common themetypes of responsed he frequency of eactoded theme
is presented in chart®r context but the data is qualitative andhould be interpreted with &ution; the seltselecting
sample do nonhecessarily reflect the views of the whole parish but do illustrate the range in viepaishioners with an
interest in Churchill Clos&hequestiors coveredissuesaised byparishionersither formally via caespondence with the
clerk or informally through social medgag. dog fouling, access atiee play equipment.

The full questionnaire can be found in Appendix 1.

Who completed the survey?

The survey was completed 88 respondentsvho, asanticipated are not representative ahe residents of the Parish as a
whole, when comparing to ONS population data from 20Iffe majority of those completing the survey lived in Blockley
itself 88%)and31 (16%)of the respondentgeported thatthey can see ChurchiClose from their home.

The proportion of womercompleting the survewas greaterthan the distributionof womenin the parish 67%of
respondentscompared to 52% in thparish as a wholegnd the ageof respondentddid not reflect the age distribution o

the parish populatioreither. The 3544 age group was oveepresented 25% of respondents compared to 1@3¢he parish
as a wholeps waghe 55-64 age group26%of respondents compared to 16% in the parish as a whvild) fewer
NEalLR2yRSyidia TNRY (GKS cpQa FYyR 20SN) G§KIFy YA JKiscandsS SE LK
attributed to the Churchill Clos€onsultationbeingof particular interest to families with childresr grandchildren actively
using the park ad those with time and mobility to use it frequently.

80 respondents (43%) had children or grandchildren that were users of Churchill Close and 108 (57%) either did not ha
children or the children were of an age that they no longer usedaay equipment at Churchill Close.

Although there is no datan wholeparishuse of Churchill Close, it is likely that those completing the surseythe area
more frequentlythan the average residen®0% of espondents claimed taseChurchill Close gekly or more oftenwith
77% reporting daily or several times weelein the summer monthsThe survey did not collect any data duration of
use, just frequency of visitations.

Theconsultationhas therefore successfully engaged witghinterest ugr groups but this should be noted when
interpreting anyfindings which are not necessarilgpresentativeof the parishwide views ofChurchill Close



Results; open ended questions

Overall impressions of Churchill Close
Question 6 was an opeended question inviting respondents t@mment unprompted,on Churchill Clos&Vhen you think
of Churchill Close, which words come to mind?

The responses reflect the importance of theea to the community with most respondentsing positive adjectives and
expressingan appreciation ond connection to itFigure 1 illustrates the most common themes® mentioned by
respondents and the frequency that they aroemany cases, are than oneheme or wordwas used to describe QGrchill
Close(a total of 373ections of textvere coded across the 1&hswers but 21 different themesarose, the most common
of which was a reference tgreen/grassfopen spaces which was mentioned ond@ftasionsWith the view(37 mentions,
play equipment(33mentiong, a range of users/community ug83 mentiong, and children/families/playing28 mentiong
also beingemarked orregularly.

Negativedescriptionswvere less common buhcluded comments around a need to update the play equipmertloer
maintenance concernd 0 mentions)the gradient or access issuésnientions) andconcerns abut dog fouling (4
& dzy’ LINP Yhedlichdthdesponse to this particular questipn

Q6. When you think of Churchill Close, which words come to
mind?
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Green/grass/open space
Views
Play equipment
Multi use/range of users/community
Children/families/play

Park m—
Centre/heart m—
Beautiful  s——
Trees/nature/natural |andsSCape m—
Friends/social/piCNiC m—
Calm/peaceflul
In need of update/maintenanCe
Oppurtunity s
Dogs/dog walking s
Access problem/gradient s
Bowling s
After school play/fun s
Dog poo/negative dOQ mm
Historical/heritage/old fashioned wm
Play rangers »
Disappointing =

Figure 1: Frequency of
themeswords mentioned in response to Q8/Nhen you think of Churchill Close, which words come to mind?

What would people like to change remain the sanf2

Repondents were also askedhat they would and would not likeo see change at Churchill Clo$&e most common
themefor change cropping p 61 timesin response to question 1@as ageneralwish to improvethe play equipment in
some waylmproved or increased seating provision was raised by 40 respondentnafabing the play area or dealing with
dogs or dog fouling issues were also spmeously mentione@6 times in response to question 1¥b respondents did not
wish to changeanything,however. Figure 2 illustratabe frequency ofll 20 issues raised in response to question 10.

In contrast, Figure 3 depicts whaggple would like tsee remain unchanged, with the open nature of Churchill Close bein
cited most frequently(45 times)and 35 responses expressing a wish for everything to remain unchanged.



Q10: What, if anything, would you like to see change at
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0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Better play equipment
More seating or picnic tables
Nothing
Enclosed play areas—
Dogs or dog poo problemm———————
Maintenance m—
Accessibilty m——
More trees/nature/wildlife  —
Other m———
Path m—
More play equipment
Trees
Flat area
Cater for older children mm
Lower street accessmm

Play equipment modified to be inkeepingss

Adult exercise equipmentms

More events m

More bins =

Somewhere to cycle/scootm

Figure 2:Frequency of themes mentioned in response to QY@hat, if anything, would you like to see change at Churchill
Close?

Q11. What, if anything, would you like to see remain
dzy OKF y3ISR |0 [/ KdzNOKA f f

Open space
Everythin
Green/Greenery/natural I
Trees I
Play equipment m—
Views I
Nothing to add ———
Memorial —
Want benches / seating mmm
Want dog access mmm
Bowling green mmm
Opento all mm
Want play equipment but suggest improvementss
No fencing mm

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

Figure3: Frequency of themes mentioned in response to RWhat, if anything, would you like to seeemain urchangel
at Churchill Close?

What do people like and dislike about the @aga itself?

Question 15 and 16 were also opended and invited comment omwhat respondats liked and disliked about the play area
itselfwSalLlR2yRSyiGa oSNB SyO02dzN)} 3SR (2 &St Sadlikass@netihasSailected A
what was liked about Churchill Close overall e.g. viswshe currentrange of equipmentvas also valuedated

equipment was often cited as a dislikéth fewer mentions of other issues such as access, dog fouling and & faciciog.



Q15: What do you like about the play area?
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

INO Vi€ VV/O[1 1110 1150000000000
Current range of equipment m— ———
Space m——
View/nice surroundings m—
Presence of play equipmen i -——
Age ranges catered form———
Oppurtunity for children to be active or play——————
Unspecified swings s
Blends with landscape
Suggest an improvemen
Ability to supervise/visibility s
Forest/trees
Socialise adults or childre s
Seating
Near amenities/shop/toilet/centre mmm
Misc negative mmm
Fort mem
Basket swing mmm
Baby swing msm
Other ——

Figure 4:Frequency of themes mentioned in response to What do you like about the play area (respondents advised
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Q16: What do you NOT like about the paga?

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

No view/opinion

Dated/needs improvement

Dogs present/dog poo I
Not fenced I
Terrain/access =
Nothing IE—
Not enough equipment H—
See saw/button I—)
Not enough for young children/safety for youn g
Colour/materials
Litter
Need better/more seating
Muddy
Fort mmm
Other m——

Figure 5FFrequency of themes mentioned in response @i6, What do you NOT like about the play area (respondents
I ROA &SR (2 SELINS &ro expefiencedhtte play antd Ki KSe& KIF R W



What equipment would people choose to replace?
The survey was conducted prior to the removal of the fort for safety reagodsvas mentioneanost often as the item
respondents would replac@here were not strong trends for the removal of any other piece of equipment.

vMpY 2KAOK AdSya 2F Sl dzh LIY
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

N O Vi V|
Sl
See saw buttons I
Rocking horse
Most things I
All
None I
Climbing frame n—
Slide —
Older children’s swings m—
All need maintenance I
Bars m—
More kit needed =
Basket swing mm
Baby swing mm

Figure6: Frequency oftems mentioned in response to (4, Which items of equipment would you replace



Dogs, dog fouling and fencing

Dog fouling or concerns aboahildrenencountering dogsvas an issue raisdaly 22% of all respondents in at least one
question(and often at several points in the questionnair€his wasn issue fodogowners as well as those without dogs; a
guarter of all dog ownersxpressed concern about dpgo not being picked up. It was most likely torhentioned by
respondents with clidren who use the park5 individuals31% of this groupmentioned concerngaboutdogs Table 1
presents the data for concerns around dogs and dog fouling.

Fencing the play equipment off wasalution proposequnprompted) by some respondents afader in the questionnaire,

we asked about fencing directly. There were equahbers of respondents for and against the idea of fencing the play are
(78 or41%in each groupwith an additional 32r 17%LJS2 L)t S SAGKSNJ y2 (i NBalLR2WhAy 3 2
considering the group of respondents with children usgtgirchill Closé&y8% would like to see the area fenced and 28%
would not(with a further 16% undecided or not respond).

Negative comments

about dogs or dog No mention of dog

fouling concerns Totals

n % N % N %

Dog owners 21 25% 63 75% 84 100%
Non dog owners 20 19% 84 81% 104 100%
Have children using park 25 31% 55 69% 80 100%
Don't have children using par} 16 15% 92 85% 108 100%

Table 1: Number of respondents raising concerns around dogs or dog foaliagy point in the survey.



Final survey comments

The final survey question was an opemded opportunity to make any other comments and was most likely to be complet:
by respondents who did not have a view on the play area. Respondents took the opportunity to reiterate views expresst
St AaSeKSNBE Ay (GKS &adzNBSe FyR Ay a2YS AyallyoOoOSa NI Aa&asS
verbatim comments, witht6 Y2 aid 02YY2y GKSYS 27F ay2d4d glydAy3a G2 as
out of 188 respondents for example. In some instances, the verbatim comments highlighted a misconception that the
Churchill Close play area improvements would bgdacale and designed to attract visitors from outside the Parish
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0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

Don't like to see change
Want in-keeping to retain eXisting Chara e € {1
Like to see change e ——————————
General maintenan Ce "
Tables/seating near play are - ———————
General appreciation e —————
Negative comment: conceptS e —————
Alternative suggestion for budge te——
Rewilding/nature m——
Bins m——
Older children needs m————
Broadway limington (positive) m—
Path: negative n—
Not just for children m————
Childrens needs should be a prioritys—
Dogs: negative m—
Safety m——
Other

Figure 7: Frequency of themes in response t88)Do you have any other comments about Churchill Close that you woulc
like to add?



Results; closed questions

This section presents the responses to the closed questions (generated Byrtvey software)Missing question numbers
relate to openended questions, the coda@sponses for which have been presented in the previous sedtwanumber of
responses vary bguestion as respondents sometimes skipped questions.

1 For the purposes of analysis and to
understand engagement, the first
few questions capture
demographics. To which gender

identity do you most

66%:(126) 33%l62)
Female Male

1%) 1%)

Other Prefer not to say
51.71 190

Standard Deviation Responses

2 Which of the following age bands applies to you?

3% (6) 9% (16)

1. 18-24 years 2. 25-34 years
26% (47) 23% (42)
3. 35-44 years 4. 45-54 years
26% (47) 13%(24)
5. 55-64 years 7.75-84 years
1%(2)
8. 85 years plus 184

Responses



3

Where do you live in the parish?

W

1%

1. Aston Magna

3%(5)

3. Draycott

1%2)

5. Paxford

60.22

Standard Deviation

88%(166)

2. Blockley

3%(5)

4. Northwick Park

5%:(10)

6. 1 don’t live in the

parish

189

Responses

4

Do you own a dog(s)?

O

45%(85)

Yes

©o

Standard Deviation

55%(103)

No

188

Responses




5 Do youhaveanychildrenlivingat homewith you andif soin which agebandsPleaseselect
allthat apply

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

1.1yearorun... 2.2-4years 3. 5-7 years 4.8-11years 5.12-15years 6.15-18 years 7. 18 years plu... 8. | don't have...

6%(12) 18%(34) 20%(38) 19%(36)

1.1 yearor under 2. 24 years 3. 57 years 4.8-11years

11%(20) 9%(17) 6%(11) 49%(92)

5.12-15years 6.1518years 7.18yearsplus 8.1d o rhaveanychildren

livingat home

260
Responses




7 In the summer months, on average, how often do you visit Churchill Close?

I 29% (55) I 48% (92)
Daily Several times a week
14% (26) 4%(7)
Several times a 4.0Once a month
month
2%(4) 2%(3)
Once every 2-3 Less than every 3
months
2% (4)

| never visit Churchill

Close
191

Responses

8 Can you see Churchill Close from your property?

17%32) 83%(152)
Yes No

60 184
Standard Deviation Responses




.|
9  What do you normallydo at Churchill Close?Pleaseselectall that apply

180

85%(161) 54%(103) 26%(50) 41%(78)
Walk through Siton the benches Exercise/playvith the dog(s) My child/childrenusethe
playarea
26%(50) 39%(73) 15%(28) 46%(87)
Picnic Attend the war memorial Exercise Meetwith friends
service
3%(6) 9%(17)
I Id o ngdtd ChurchillClose Other (Pleasespecify)
653
I Responses






























